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VOL, XXII AIR CORPS 


NEWS LETTER NO. 6 





Information Division 
Air Corps 


March 15, 1939 


Munitions Buildin, 
Washington, D.C. 





The chief 
nautics to the 


ak ay of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
lying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
---000-~- 


THE WRIGHT BROTHERS AS I KNEW THEM 





By Colonel Frank P, Lahm, Air Corps 





Introduction 
It was my agape to know the Wright 
Brothers in the earliest days of the Air 


Corps, though my first meeting was en- 
tirely unofficial and in no way connect- 
ed with the service. In the summer of 
1907, while recuperating from a long 
illness, I was lying in one of those 
beautiful gardens at St, Germain, out- 
side of Paris, when my father walked in 
the gate with Wilbur and Orville Wright 
and there began a friendship that was to 
continue. for many years, 


Father's first contact. 


It be interesting to know how my 
father knew the Wright Brothers. It is 
a rather long story, but briefly put is 
as follows: In December, 1905, while 
living in Paris, he heard a report that 
the Wright Brothers of Dayton, Ohio, had 
actually flown in a heavier than air ma- 
chine. He cabled to a relative in Ohio, 
as follows: 

"Verify what Wright Brothers clain, 
necessary ¢° to Dayton, prompt re- 
sponse cable." 

e message was forwarded and deliver- 

ed in Chicago in the night, but was a 
puzzle. However, my uncle vaguely re- 
called having heard of the Wright 
Brothers and their flying machine in 





Dayton, so he wired and eventually visit- 


ed them in Dayton, interviewed witnesses 
of the flights, talked at length with 
the Wright Brothers and made a full re- 
ort in writing to my father in Paris. 
is report was presented at a wie, 
of the Aero Club of France, but it fell 
on skeptical ears, although it did lead 
to a violent discussion lasting late 
into the night. father then publish- 


ed the report in the Paris edition of 
the NEW YORK HERALD, where it was given 
the heading "Flyers or Liars." ‘This led 


to more discussion, more doubts, but did 
~ead to a direct contact with the Wright 
Brothers. So it was natural that when 
they came to Paris in the summer of 1907, 
he should see them and learn the facts 
first hand, 

Washington, 1908. 


My next meeting with the Wright Bro- 
thers was in Washington. 
tailed to the Signal Corps for 





Having been de- 


aercnautieal duty in September, 1907, 
and directed to make not to exceed two 
visits to London and Berlin for the 
purpose of investigating aeronautics, I 
complied with my orders, extending my 
investigations to Brussels and Freder- 
ickshafen as well, then reported to 

the Chief Signal Officer, General Allen, 
in Washington, the last of 1907. He 
directed me to report to Captain ©. deF. 
Chandler, in charge of the Aeronautica: 
Division of the Signal Office which he 
had organized on August lst of that 
year. 


Signal Corps Specifications 

On December 23, 1907, invitations 
were sent out by the Chief Signal Offi- 
cer for bids for a heavier than air ma- 
chine of the following specifications: 
carry two persons having a combined 
weight of 350 pounds, sufficient fuel 
for a flight of 125 miles, remain con- 
tinuously in the air for an hour with 
two persons during which time it must 
be steered in all directions without 
difficulty and at all times under per- 
fect control and equilibrium, after 
which it shall return to the starting 
point and land without any damage that 
would prevent it immediately starting 
upon another flight; have a speed of 40 
miles an hour in still air, with a 
bonus of 10% for every additional mile 
up to 44 and a reduction of 108 of the 
eae price for every mile below 40, 

ut below 36 it would be rejected, The 
machine was to be ——- only after 
successful trial flights, including 
prescribed tests of its speed, endur- 
ance and all other requirements of the 
5 Pee ee Three trials were to be 
allowed for speed and three for endur- 
ance, and both tests, the expense of 
which must be borne by the manufacturer, 
were to be completed within 30 days 
after delivery of the apparatus. 

The machine should be quickly and 
easily assembled and taken apart and 
packed for transportation in ar 
wagons and then reassembled on the 
field and put in operating condition in 
about one hour. It should be able to 
ascend or descend in country en- 
countered in field serv ed eer 





—— requiring a specially prepared 
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spot and without domag’ng its structure, 
e starting device should be simple and 
transportable and another device s.ould 
be provided to permit safe descent in 
case of an accident to the propelling 
machinery. The whole machine should be 


flights gy, to September 9th, when 
'I had the thrill of my first ride, 
|lasting about six and a half minutes. 
'Major Squier, of the Signal Corps, was 
| taken up as a passenger a few 
‘later, followed on September 17th by my 


sufficiently simple to enable an intelli-+ friend and associate, Lieutenant Tom 


gent man to become proficient in its use 
within a reasonable time, and the price 
of the machine must include the instruc- 


tion of two men in its handling and oper-very seriously in 


ation, 

The general dimensions were to be de- 
termined 4 the manufacturers, who must 
submit with their proposals: 

(a) Drawings to scale showing the gen- 

eral dimensions and shape of the ma- 

chine they propose to build; (b) the 

speed for which it is designed; (c) 

total surface area of the supporting 

planes; (d) total weight; (e) descrip- 
tion of the engine used for motive 
power; (f) material of which the frame, 

— and propellers were constructed. 
n February 1, 1908, we opened the 
bids in the Office of the Chief Signal 
Officer and found the results not only 
vont bmg but in many cases highly 
amusing. ne man sent in a rough sketch 
On a plece of wrapping paper and said 
his machine would comply with the speci- 
fications. Many were unable to meet the 
requirement of enclosing 10% of the pur- 
chase price. One of those wno failed 
wrote: "Where there is money there are 
no brains, and where there are brains, 
there is no money." He presumably came 
in the latter class. 

Of the many peoqoanls received, three 
seerares reasonable and were accepted by 
the Board: 

one from Mr. Scott, of Chicago, who 
offered to build an airplane complying 
with the specifications for $1,000,00; 

one for $20,000.00 from Mr, A.H. 
Herring, of New York, who had done a 
considerable amount of experimenting and 
Flights he had already made numerous 

i s. 

The third, for $25,000.00, was from 
the Wright Brothers. 

Mr. Scott replied that. he appreciated 
the honor of having his bid accepted but 
thet he could go no further as he was 
unable to finance the construction of 
his machine, 

The failure to deliver the Herring ma- 
chine is a long and amusing story that I 
will not go into here. 


Fort Myers 1908, 
In due time the Wrig rothers appear- 


ed in Washington to arrange the details 
and select a place for the demonstration 
of their machine. ‘The drill ground at 
Fort Myer was decided upon, a shed was 
erected, the tee and ahan Ang track 
were set up at the upper end of the 
field and, late in August, Orville ar- 
rived with the machine and his mechanic, 
Charley Taylor. Here began an intimate 
association with Orville which was to 
continue through the daily tuning up 


| Selfridge, U.S.A. 
| This flight terminated in an unfortu- 
|nate accident in which Mr. Wright was 
pares and Lieut. Self- 

ridge lost his life, the first of many 
victims who were to sacrifice themselves 
in the advancement and perfection of 
the airplane. We put Mr. Wright in the 
‘hospital at Fort Myer, where he lay for 
some weeks under the devoted care of 
his sister, Katherine, who came on from 
Dayton immediately. In my frequent 
visits to the hospital, I came to know 
and appreciate the sterling character 
of this third member of the team wo 
was with them through the vicissitudes 
of those early days, sharing their 
hopes and disappointments. 

Fort Myer, 1909. 

The following summer, both Wilbur and 
Orville Wright came to Fort Myer with a 
‘new machine, followed shortly b 
Katherine, and the program of the pre- 
/ ceding summer was resumed and carried 

to a successful conclusion, 

By this time public interest was 
|; aroused to such an extent that every 
,afternoon large crowds visited the 
-field. Prominent visitors were numer- 
ous, including President Taft, members 
of the cabinet, foreign ambassadors and 
military attaches, and a other prom- 
inent people of the capital. 

The Wright Brothers had come to Wash- 
ington for 2 purpose, that was, to com- 
plete their contract with the Signal 
Corps and deliver their machine. With 
their characteristic determination, 
they stuck to this purpose. The 1909 
airplane with its maximum speed of 42 
;miles per hour was not so maniable in 
| the high winds which mean so little to 
bea present day machines with their 





normal speeds of 180 to 250 miles an 
‘hour. Flights were made only in light 
|winds and,while large crowds and high 
lofficials were often disa pointed, the 
|Wrights were adamant in their decision 
bert to fly unless conditions were just 
right. 

| Earlier that 


ear, when Wilbur was 
| flying at Pau, 


n southern France, the 
| story is told of an American million- 
aire who went there and announced he 
had come to make a flight. When told 
that Wilbur was not taking passengers, 
he replied: "Oh, I dare say that can be 
arranged." He left Pau without having 
his ride. : , 

My collection of photographs of those 
days, some 29 years ago, show styles 
i that I am sure would provoke smiles 
from the feminine sex, and the hats, 
iwhile entirely different, were no less 





P aeaiaicinns than the ones now worn by 
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them, 

For the speed tests we set up a series 
of small captive balloons over a five- 
mile course from Fort Myer to Alexandria, 
and on July 30th, Lieut. Foulois as 
possaness accompanied Orville Wright on 

he round pep pte this course to de- 


termine the official speed, We of the 
Board and Wilbur stood on the ground 
during the take-off, watched the machine 


disappear over the treetops to the south 
and then waited in suspense for it to 
reappear, Wilbur, with a stop watch, 
had accurately calculated the exact mo- 
ment at which he expected to see the ma- 
chine roayeer ane out of the south 
and when it failed to do so he, as well 
as the rest of us, passed a very uneasy 
few moments until at last it came in 
sight and landed safely, to the cheering 
of the large crowd of spectators. en 
began the endurance test, in which it 
was my pleasure to ride with Orville one 
hour and 12 minutes, a World's record at 
that time for two passengers. 
College Park, 1909, 

But the contract was not completed un- 

til two Army officers had been taught to 





fly. Lieutenant Frederick E. Humphreys, 
Corps of ineers, and myself, were de- 
signated., s the drill ground at Fort 


Myer was too small, we searched the 
country for a larger and more suitable 
field. Many offers were made and many 
sites were visited, but all were reject- 
ed by the Wright Brothers as not meeting 
the requirements. One day while making 
@ balloon ascension from Washington, I 
passed over a Fark, Maryland, saw 
a likely looking level field, later vis- 
ited it on the ground, and eventually it 
was rented from the owners and became 
our training ground. 

- On October Sth, we moved in, built a 
shed for the machine, set up the yz 
and track, and Wilbur began our ot 
semen. 5 At the end of about three 
hours' dual, we were turned loose and 
made our first solo flights. A few days 
later, I was even considered qualified 
to carry passengers and did so, taking 
Lieut. Sweet of the Navy as my victim 
for a flight around the field. 

Wilbur was a patient and understanding 
instructor, always zonty to — any- 
thing we did not understand, always 
ready to help us, to make easy our .. 
venture into this new field which was 
not too well understood b 
that time. Between fli 

talks on aviation 


evening, we had long 

in Gevere:. on the Wright machine in 
particular, and on the future of avia- 
tion and f ing while we had great 
confidence in its future, I admit that 
in our wildest dream we did not foresee 
the speed, safety, carrying capacity and 
long range of the 1938 type of airplane. 


Dayton Celebration, 1909. 
My first Visit to —— and the 
Wrights' home came in 1909, when I accom- 
panied General Allen, the Chief Signal 


anyone at 
ts and in the 


and, 


— 


“a 





| Officer, to a two-day celebration in 


which the nation, the state and the 
city vied in showing their admiration 
and enthusiasm for the two pioneers of 
flight. Speeches, dinners, bands, pa- 
rades, and finally the presentation of 
three medals capped the climax of the 
celebration. One medal from Congress 
was presented by General Allen; one 
from the State of Ohio was presented 
by the Governor, and one from the City 
of Dayton was prescosec by the Mayor. 
The attitude of the two brothers was 

Ls tenes throughout the two days, Their 
pleasure, their appreciation were 
Plainly apparent but. above all was their 
modesty, which might have deserted them 
under the shower of praise and acclain, 
had it not been their outstanding, in- 


herent quality. 
Dayton, 1911. 
~ next contact w e Wrights was 
in 19 


1l, whem it was my privilege to 
spend a few days as a guest at their 
home in Dayton. During this visit I 
was to have a new experience, that of 
piloting an airplane under Orville's 
instruction, equipped with wheels in- 
stead of the skids I was accustomed to. 
This came in good stead the following 
two years, as three wri’ machines 
were sent to me in the ning arth 
where I used them in giving ying in- 
struction to officers of the Army in 
1912 and 1913. The 1911 visit was,per- 
haps, the highlight of my association 
with the Wrights and the one on which 
I look back with the happiest memories, 
It was a picture of the American home 
and family of which we are so proud and 
which fosters those qualities that pro- 
duce the typical American citizen, the 
one who pe culture, family, friends 
and the higher things of life above the 
trivial and passing interests which we 
are inclined to exaggerate in this age 
of materialism, 


An appreciation 

The question was often put to me: 
"Which one of the two brothers really 
invented the airplane?" My answer is - 
neither one, but the two working to- 
gether, checking each other, arguing 
out their problems step by step. 

Orville once expressed it when he 
said they would start to thrash out a 
question, one arguing on one side and 
one on the other, and before they fin- 
ished a changed sides in the ar- 
gument,. ey approached all their 
problems from a strictly scientific and 
Mathematical angle, never leaving any- 
thing in doubt, and as one of them once 
said: "If we knew what was wrong, we 
could eventually find the solution." 
The greatest difficulty was in finding 
out just what was wrong. That brings 
back a rather amusing incident that oc- 
curred at Fort — duri the 1909 
flights. Several times the airplane 
was put on its cradle on the track, the 
motor speeded up, the weight released, 
-7993, A.C. 








and the machine shot ferward and left 

the track only to lose speed and come to 
the ground. Finally, Wilbur and Orville | 
left the crowd, went out on the field by | 
themselves, put their hoads together and | 
evidently were having a profound discus- 
sion, Somewhat awed, we remained at a 


| 


distance to watch the proceedings, think-+ 


ing it was something very serious and 
technical. 
walked over to the machine, looked at 
the spark lever and saw that it had 
slipped back due to lack of friction, 
slowing the engine down and causing the 
machine to lose its flying apoed. It 
was all so simple when they found the 
difficulty, but I can imagine their ex- 
periments were full of just such occur- 
rences, 


The Wrights never made any extravagant | 


claims for what their. machine could do. 
In their first and unsuccessful negotia- 
tions with the War Department, and in 
the later ones which finally led to its 
purchase, they asked only for remunera- 
tion: based on performance and were ready 
to demonstrate its capabilities before 
receiving a penny in payment. 

Simplicity and order marked their pro- 
ceedure and their lives. The camp at 
Kitty Hawk was a wooden shed large 
enough to house the machine and their 
livi quarters, and a photograph of the 
interior shows it was a model of which 
any housewife might feel proud. 


Finally, one of the brothers | 
| Wright, while Lieut. Foulois 
| Major General, U.S. Army, Retired) is 


At times! 


end of the airplane so that we can go 
back to our experimental work, " 


Ed. Note: Phe cover featuri this 
issue of the News Letter embodies the 
reproduction of a photograph of the 
Wright airplane at Fort Myer, Va., in 
the year 1909, Lieut. Lahn, Cavalry, 
(now Colonel, Air Corps) is shown in 
front of the airplane with od, Orville 
now 


| shown at the rear.of the plane with 
| the late Wilbur Wright. 


SUAL NIGHT PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN 
RANDOLPH FIELD 
What is believed to be the first night 


h ever made of an air- 
ight was released re- 


| UNU 
| AT 
' aerial photogra 
| Plane in full f 
| cently ~ the Public Relations Office 
at Randolph Field, Texas. Many pic- 

| tures have been made at night, both by 

| Army: photographers as well as by com- 

; mercial ge tag pee which. show an 
airplane either landing or taking off 

| in the illumination furnished by the 
‘field floodlights, but a picture taken 
'at 3,000 feet above the airdrome on a 
‘moonless night had never been attempted 
\before, according to the available in- 
| formation, 

The equipment used to make this un- 


the nights on the coast of North Carolina) usual view was a standard commercially 


were cold, but they were well supplied 
with bedding, 
sion for temperature; that is, a "one, 


two or three blanket night," depending on) photographers. 


the thermometer reading. 
No question put to them, however unin- 
portant it might seem, failed to have 


careful consideration and a well thovght | 


out answer, and you may be sure we asxed 
many questions. 

As stated before, the Wright Brothers 
were primarily scientists, interested in 


|manufactured camera, a flash bulb syn- 


They had their own expres-' chronizing attachment and one flash 


i bulb, also in general use by newspaper 
Three negatives were 
made during the flight, all of which 
'were satisfactory from a technical view- 
/point. | 

| Private,lst Class, Air Mechanic, 
‘Leslie W. Bland, of the Randolph Field 
Photographic Department, was the photo- 
| grapher, and Lieut. Hugh O'Daniel, an 

| instructor, was the pilot of the BT-9 


the conquest of the air from a scientific, which was used as a photo plane, Lieut. 


point of view and not at all from a mer- 
cenary angle, When, in 1905, they had 
flown their machine sufficiently to sat- 
isfy themselves it had reached the prac- 
tical stage, they stopped further work 
and set out to dispose of their inven- 
tion, not to the highest bidder, but to 
reliable organizations or associations 
that would exploit it for the common 
ood. Here was a new and revolutionary 
nvention that was to mark the beginning 
of a new era in transportation, a new 
factor in our economic life, and while I 
doubt if anyone, including the Wrights, 
fully realized just has | Super ten’ it was 
to become and the relatively short time 
within which it was to prove itself, I do 
xnow that to the Wrights it meant agreat 
deal more than merely a means to. finan- 
Cial success. A pertinent remark of one 
of them has always remained in my mind: 
We want to finish up with the business 


|L.R. Hughes, also an instructor at the 
Primary Flying School, piloted the 
plane which was photographed. 


Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, announced the promo- 
tion of Captain Donald R. Goodrich, Air 
Corps, to the ue ot Major (temporary) 
from February 1, 1939, and of.Lieut. 
Colonel Harold A, Strauss, Air Corps, 
to the grade of Colonel Rempueiar ), 
from March 9, 1939. 


War Department Special Orders also 
announce the retirement from active . 
service, to take effect July 31, 1939, 
of Colonel Alfred H, Hobley, Air Corps, 
upon his own application, after more 
than thirty-five years' service, under 





the provisions of Section 1243, Revised 
V-7993, A.C. 


Statutes. 
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GENERAL ANDREWS COMPLETES TOUR AS CHIEF OF GHQ AIR FORCE 


Tuesday, February 28th, terminated the 
four-year tour gf Jajoxr Ganeral Frank M. 
Andrews as Commander of the General 
Headquarters Air Force. On that date he 
turned over to his successor, Major Gen- 
eral Delos C, Emmons, a well-organized, 
smoothly-operating unit which four years 
ago existed only on paper. 

Conceived by the Drum Board in 1933, 
and authorized by Congress in response 
to the — recommendations of the 
Board headed by the late Honorable Newtoa 
D. Baker, the GHQ Air Force combined in 
one tactical fighting unit all of the 
Army's scattered combat aviation in the 
Continental United States. It placed 
under the command of one man air units 
which up to that time had been operating 
under the nine Corps Area commanders. 

Hailed as the greatest step forward in 
milit aviation in this country since 
the World War, the existence today of 
this coordinated and integrated combat 
air unit is a tribute to the wisdom of 
those who urged its creation. 

It stands as a monument to the ability 
and i, pert of General Andrews, the 
man selected by General Douglas 
MacArthur, then Chief of Staff of the 
Army, for the task of organizing and 
bui ding up this new unit of the Air 
Mg ef Chosen over many seniors because 
of his o 
ity as_an organizer and administrator, 
General Andrews assumed at the outset a 
personal leadership of the GHQ Air Force 
which he has steadfastly maintained 


' | today, 


utstanding and demonstrated abil-' was with the Cavalry. 


| time converted the GHQ Air Force into 

| the effective all-weather unit it is 
Its splendid organization and 
| state of training, and its readiness 

| to go into action on a moment's notice, 
|} are tributes to a wise administration 
| and courageous leadership. 

| His clear concept of air defense led 
|General Andrews, from the beginning of 
lhis regime, to champion the cause of 
the large military airplane of the 
four-engined type. the splendid per- 
formance of which during the past year 
has clearly indicated its future im- 
portance in national defense. 

On every occasion General Andrews has 
fought for principles which he believed 
| to be vital to the proper development 
| of the nation's air power. Yet withal, 
‘he has exhibited a soldierly restraint 
and dignity which has won for him the 
admiration of his contemporaries and 
respect of his seniors. As a result, 
he nas been instrumental in obtaining 
recognition of air force requirements 
and principles which have led to bet- 
ter airplanes, facilities, and person- 
nel; and to a better general under- 





itary aviation. 
| ae Geeteese of the Military Academy 
in 1906, General Andrews! first service 





Since his trans- 
fer to the Air Corps in 1917, he has 
served in many important executive ca- 
pacities. In 1934, he was detailed to 
the War Department General Staff, and 


throughout his tour of duty as its Chief it was while serving in this capacity 


a leadership which has served as an in- 
spiration to the officers and men of his 
command, The heterogeneous assortment 


of uncoordinated units turned over to him 


On March 31, 1935, has been transformed 
into a compact and splendidly efficient 
combat team, a unit whose training dur- 
ing the past four years has been such as 
vastly to change the modern concept of 
military aviation. 

General Andrews personally has taken a 


|as a Lieutenant Colonel that he was 
selected to command the newly formed 
| General Headquarters Air Force. 

General Andrews has an able successor 
in Brigadier General Delos C, Emmons, 
General Emmons, as Commanding General 
of the First Wing for the past three 
years, has had an opportunity, second 
lonly to that of General Andrews, to ob- 
| serve and administer to the growi 
| pains of the GHQ Air Force. He brings 


| 


leading part in the development of modern! with him to his new office a wealth of 


standards of flying, and his early ex- 
ploits in instrument flying, which at 
that time seemed to be unnecessarily 
hazardous undertakings, now appear in 
their true light as pioneering necessary 
to a type of flying which has now become 
commonplace. During his regime as Com- 
ae General of the GHQ Air Force, 
General Andrews, in addition to his ar- 
duous administrative duties, has found 
time to pilot his own flagship a total 
Of some 1500 hours, almost half of which 
have been at night, 

It was not difficult for such a com- 
mander to set up high training objec- 
tives, The Mt of his personal ex- 
perience popularized a strenuous routine 
of training which in a remarkably short 


| personal experience in the inner work- 
| ings of tactical air commands of all 
! 


problems which remain to be solved 
in national air defense. 

Graduating from the pependneg Academy 
in 1909, General Emmons was first 4s~ 
signed to the Infantry. He is one of 
the veteran Army pilots, for his ser- 
vice with the Air Corps began in Janu- 
ary, 1917, when he began his rhe 
training at the Signal Corps Aviation 
School at San Diego, Calif. ‘The bril- 
liant leadership and sound judgment ex- 
| hibited during all maneuvers involving 
' lst Wing have gained for General 

Emmons the respect of the Air Corps and 
| the Army. 


| types and an intimate understandi of 
| the 
| 


H 
j 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ANNUAL RIFLE MATCHES IN 46TH SCHOOL SQDN. 


The 4th annual small bore rifle and 
pistol matches for the Steve's Trop 
were held recently in the indoor rifle 
range of the 46th School Squadron at 
Randolph Field. Corporal C.W, Jones, 
firing three courses - rifle, prone; 
rifle off-hand, and pistol - was the 
winner with an aggregate score of 257 
out of a possible The new ag, ora 
dethroned Corporal Norman G. Hower, last | 
year's winner, Corporal Hower finish- | 
ed second, three points behind, with an 
aggregate of 254 out of a possible 300. 
Sergeant Paul H, Bangham was third with 
a score of 246. 

The Steve's Trophy is presented annu- 
ally by Master Sergeant Calvin T. Steven- 
son for competition by members of the 
46th School Squadron, Randolph Field, on | 
their 50-foot indoor rifle and pistol 
range. It was first offered into compe- | 
tition in 1934, and since that time has 
become an annual fixture. 

All firi is conducted strictly ac- 
cording to Regulations and also 
rules as promulgated by the National 
Rifle Association, For both the prone 
and off-hand rifle events, caliber .22 
target rifles are used, while competi- 
tors may use either .22 caliber pistols or 
ce caliber target pistols on standard 
U.S. caliber .45 automatic frames 
in the pistol events. 

Individual competitors are charged for 
the ammunition used both in matches and 
also in cig eege while the range itself, 
constructed in the basement of the 
squadron barracks, is maintained through 
funds supplied by the 46th School Squad- 
ron Rifle and Pistol Club, 

Another trophy, known as "The Squadron 
Commander's Trophy," also offered annu- 
ally, will be ee for during the 
month of March, eneral skill in the 
use of both rifle and pistol in various 
positions will be needed by the winner, 
Events in rifle, prone; rifle-kneeling; 
rifle standing; pistol slow fire, and 
pistol rapid fire are carded. Individu- 
al medals for the winners in the various 
classifications also will be offered, 

In connection with the competition for 
the Steve's Trophy, Corporal Hower won 
the rifle prone medal with 97-100. Cor- 

oral Jones with an 83-100 in the off- 

d won the medal for that event, while 
Private Albert L, Malok captured the 
pistol series with an 80 out of. 100, 


~--000--~ 
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| 
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Two noncommissioned officers of. the 
Air Corps were placed on the retired 
list, effective February 28, 1939, viz: 
Technical Sergeant Joseph Caminske, 19th 
Pursuit Squadron, at Schofield Barracks, 
T.H,, and lst Sergeant Clarence A. 
Hammer, 77th Pursuit. Squadron, GHQ Air 
Force, at Barksdale Field, La. 


| 
| Philip 
| John H, Hughes, in order to save about 
| two hours! 


| Plane. 


' alongside the pilot, and twent 


| where he desired to land. 


Out some more 
' circled 


| in the water, 





| VICISSITUDES OF AIRPLANE TRAVEL IN 

THE PHILIPPINES. 
ur tng the recent maneuvers in the 
pine Department, Major General 


time traveling by automobile, 
elected to make his trip to inspect the 
troops on maneuvers in an hibian air- 
One of the OA-4's was all ser- 
viced and ready for him when he arrived 
at Nichols Field, accompanied by his 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, and by 
his aide. 

The General was given the honor seat 
minutes 
later they were circling the shore 
The bamboo 
stakes of the fish traps were seemingly 


| all over the water, but finally the 


pilot found a place where there were 


no stakes, but just as he was about to 


set his plane down the General pointed 
stakes under them, so he 
ain and finally effected a 
safe landing. 

‘The landing was made about a mile out 
due to the tide being out, 
and there was about half a mile of mad- 
dy tidal flats. A large banca, manned 
by four native oarsmen, commanded by a 
Major of the rtermaster Corps, with 
outriggers and all complete, paddled to 
| the side of the airplane, and General 
| Hughes and his staff left the Amphibian 
'for the banca. The banca was paddled 
/over to a carabao cart, which had been 
| backed up in the water to its axles, 
| and the three officers left the banca 
'for the carabao cart and were trans- 
| ported slowly to the automobile waiting 
on the far shore. 

Despite the several means of trans- 
portation employed, the General still 
saved about two — travel time. 

m——OU0 --— 


REFUNDS TO TELEPHONE USERS IN DAYTON 


| The State Courts of Ohio recently 
|made a ruling requiring the Ohio Bell 

| Telephone Company to make certain over- 
| Payment reimbursements to resident 

| telephone ugers of Dayton and Oakwood, 

| Ohio, for the period January 1, 1925, 

| to include Decewber 31, 1931, This 

| amounts to about 75 cents per month per 
| telephone, or about $30.00 for an offi- 
| cer who lived in either of the above 


| 
| 
| 
| 


cities during a tour of duty of four 
lyears at Wright or Patterson Fields. 

| To obtain a reimbursement, each offi- 
cer should make a written or personal 

| application to the Ohio Bell Telephone 
| Company, Dayton, Ohio, stating street 
|addresses and the approximate dates of 
‘residences thereat, 

The officer at Wright Field who call- 
led attention to the above states he has 
| Over 19,00 due, which should buy the 
‘baby (age 18) a couple pairs of shoes. 
6 y-7993, A.C. 

















AIRPLANE PROVES SAFE CARRIER OF FRAGILE EQUIPMENT 
By the Wright Field Correspondent 


The practicability of aircraft as a 
means Of safe and speedy transportation 
of fragile equipment. was demonstrated 
recentiy in the flight from California 
to Boston, Mass., of the new experiment- 
al "Klystron" radio tube, developed at 
Stanford University. — a 

Plans had been made to conduct demon- 
stration flights from the Kast Boston 
rey, hh Boston, Mass., during the week 
of February 27 — March 4 for representa- 
tives of the Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
the U.S. Army and the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. 

The tube, still in the experimental 
stage of development, is a sensitive and 
valuable article and requires consider- 
able associated equipment, such 4s power 
supply, voltage regulator, and high 
vacuum pump, It is capable of — 
ing large powers on extremely high fre- 
quene ee and will eventually be used, it 

s believed, in solving many present 
aircraft problems, such as those con- 
nected with instrument landing apes. 
absolute altimeters, and marker beacon 
transmitters, When peered for transpor- 


would be least subjected to jars and 
rough handling was desired. The air- 
Plane was decided upon as the chosen 
carrier. 

Arrangements were made with the U.S. 
Army Air Corps interdepot transport 
service to pick up the tube and “st: 
ment at Moffett Field, Sunnyvale,Calif., 
From there it was flown to Patterson 
Field, 0., via Sacramento, March Field 
and Duncan Field, Tex. At Patterson 
Field the equipment was carefully un- 
loaded and eonepereee to Wright Field 
by Army truck, where it was reloaded 
aboard the Aircraft Radio Laboratory 
airplane. From Wright Field the equip- 
ment was flown directly to Boston and 
delivered safely to the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology officials. . At 
the conclusion of the demonstration 
flights in Boston, the "Klystron" was 
again placed aboard the Aircraft Radio 
Laboratory airplane and returned to 
Wright Field. 

At each unloading of the "Klystron" 
tube from the airplane, the equipment 
was found to have suffered no 2 








tation, the total weight of this equip- | from vibration, jars, or other hazards. 
* ment was 500 Saga ; It is believed that no other method of 
Because of the tube's fragility, the transportation at present available 
means of transportation in which it could have offered such quick and safe 
transportation service. 
---000~-~-- 


AIR RESERVE AND NATIONAL GUARD OFFICERS ATTEND TACTICAL SCHOOL 


The first Special Class for National 
Guard and Reserve officers ever to be 
conducted at the Air nee Tactical 
School, Maxwell Field, Ala., was success- 
fully concluded with the graduation ex- 
ercises on March Grd. The class consist- 
ed of 13 Air Corps National Guard offi- 
cers and 7 Air Corps Reserve officers. 

Instruction began on January 9th, and 
the program consisted of eager: taal all 
the subjects covered in the r lar 
course. The scope of instruction, how- 
ever, was considerably abbreviated. 
Lieut. Colonel Leo A. Walton, Director 
of the Department of Command, Staff and 
Logistics, was Director of this Special 
Course, 

In view of the limited time available 
to cover all the desired instruction, 
the students of this class had to attend 
Classes each morning and on at least two 
afternoons per week. It was quite a 
grind, but the entire class showed an 
excelient spirit in the way it tackled 
the difficult program, and the students 
were always willing and anxious to attend 
ény additional hours of instruction 
which were arranged for their benefit. 
Their main regret at the close of the 
course was that their tour of duty for 


| the course could not be extended for av 
| least another month. 
The following were members of the 
| class, and all received certificates of 
| gradvation from the Commandant, Colonel 
| Millard F. Harmon, Aix Corps: 
Reserve Cfiicers 

Captain Bayard B, Borden, N.C.; lst 
Lieuts. Henry C. Diltz, Mo.; Winsor 
Harlow, Mass.; Andrew I, Ivanoff, 
| N.J.; Earl H. Jacobson, Calif.; 

Captain Matt A, Nieminen, Minn.; 1st 
Lieut. Robert K,. Urban, Texas. 
National Guard Officers 

Lieut. Colone ) ; n, Penna.; 
Lieut. Colonel John N, Jeffers, Calif. ; 
Major Eldo A, Peterman, Calif.; 
Captains Harry W. Generous, Conn. }; 
Russell C.A. Larsen, Calif.; Claude A. 
Owen, Wash.; Donald L, Provost Nod. 3 
Melville C. Robinson, Mich. ; Charlies 
C, Scott, Texas; Gilbert N, Swett, 
N.J.3 lst Lieuts. Leo Katzman, Mich. ; 
Bradford A, Shaw, Mass.; Alan M, 
Thompson, Mass. 

---000--- 

Colonel Thomas G, Dobyne, Department 
Inspector General, conducted on Febru- 
ary 23, 1939, the Annual Administrative 
— of the Panama Air Depot. 
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NONCOMS. HONORED ON EVE OF RETIREMENT , 


20-hour inspections, thirty-two 40-hour 


' inspections and two 80-hour inspections. 


A Stag Party to celebrate the retire- 
ment of three Bolling Field noncomnis- 
sioned officers, Staff Sergeants Hugh 
Duffy, Thomas A. Standeven and Joseph | 
Mathieson, was held at that field on the! 
evening of February 27th, 

The exercises were opened with the in-| 
troduction of the Commanding Officer, 
Lieut. Colonel F, E, Galloway, Air Corps, 
by Warrant Officer Charles Maylon. 

Colonel ta gave a short talk, in, 
which he congratulated the retiring non-, 
commissioned officers on their records | 
in the service and their retirement. He) 
then introduced the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Major General Henry H, Arnold. 

During General Arnold's talk, he men- | 
tioned the Air Corps Expansion Program | 
and stated that the intention was to | 
double the number of airplanes, officers, 
and enlisted men, which would mean prac-| 
tically a complete reorganization of the, 
Air were: General Arnold congratulated, 
the retiring noncommissioned officers, | 
and on benalf of the Bolling Field per- | 
sonnel presented each with a beautiful | 
Hamilton watch and chain. 

Lieut. Colonel William Ord Ryan, Air | 
Corps, who until recently was the Com- | 
manding Officer of Bolling Field, also 
spoke briefly and congratulated the non-| 
commissioned officers. 

Among others present were Major 
Charles P, Prime, Executive Officer; 
Captain H.M, Turner, comma > Officer 
of the Base Headquarters and 14th Air 
Base Squadron; lst Lieuts. Lewis R. 
Parker, Commanding Officer, lst Staff 
Squadron; Ralph Rhudy, Commanding Offi- 
cer of the 2nd Staff Souadron; and Hugene! 
z. Beebe, Aide to the Chief of the Air 
Orps. 

e retirement exercises were follow- 
ed by a buffet dinner which was enjoyed 
by everyone, 


t 


---000--- 


Bolli Field establishes commendable 
record handling transient aircrait. 


During the calendar year 1938, the 
Transient Aircraft Hangar personnel at 
Bolling Field, D.C., established a very 
commendable record in the handling of 
visiting aircraft, 

The crew is under the leadership of 
end Lieut. Wilkie A, Rambo, Air Reserve, 
and Technical Sergeant Robert B, Norris, 
and sure’ the of .three noncommissioned 
officers (Sergeants E.T. Upczak, A.H. 
Robertson and Coggersl. W.S. Reese) and 
ten privates, All personnel assigned to 
the Transient Aircraft Hangar are mem- 
bers of the Base Headquarters and 14th 
Air Base Squadron, 

During the past calendar year they 
have handled a total of 3,362 airplanes 





' the ef 


| performed b 


| Colonel William &, 


| Charles D, Herron, U.S. Army 
| ment Commander, after which the Squad- 





of practically every type operated b 
the Air Corps, and Stu leved seventrcaix 


-8 


On numerous occasions individuals 


| have expresved their appreciation of 


cient manner in which their 
airplanes have been handled by the 
Transient Aircraft Hangar Crew, 


---000--— 


GENERAL FRANK INSPECTS 18TH PURSUIT 
GROUP. 


Brigadier General Walter _H, Frank, 
Air Corps, Commanding the 18th Wing, 
Air Corps, witnessed on February 2nd 
an aerial bombing and gunnery mission 
the 18th Pursuit Group, 


| Wheeler Field, T.H., against rubber 


raft targets anchored several miles out 
at sea. After dropping their bombs, 
the Pursuit pilots returned to strafe 
the targets with machine - fire. 

When the flight returned to Wheeler 
Field, the planes were lined up for 
inspection of the combat crews by 
General Frank, who was accompanied by 
Lynd and staff, 


~---000--- 


EFFICIENCY STREAMER FOR 19TH PURSUIT 


At a ground review, given at Scho- 
field Barracks, T.H., on February 3, 


1939, the 19th Pursuit Squadron receiv- 
| ed the Efficiency Streamer for tas | 

| the most efficient squadron in the 18th 
| Pursuit Group during the year 1938, 


At the end of each year, a careful 


check is made of the records of the 
four squadrons comprising the 18th Pur- 


suit Group. The record of the 19th 
Pursuit Squadron was of such merit that 


| it was also included as one of the ten 
' most efficient military units in the 


Hawaiian Department. 

Captain James A, Ellison, 19th Pur- 
suit Squadron Commander, was presented 
with the streamer by Major General 
» Depart- 


ron passed in ground review, 
---000--" 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


The pen and ink drawing of Colonel 
Frank M, Andrews, Air Corps, wnich 
faces the article on page 5 of this 
issue of the News Letter, giving a 
brief resume of his accomplishments as 
Commanding General of the GHQ Air 
Force, is the handiwork of Sergeant 
Frank J. Lorenz, of the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Squadron, GHQ Air 
Force, Langley Field, Va. 

Readers of the News Letter will re- 
call the drawings by Sergeant Lorenz 
which featured the cover page on 


several occasions in the past. We ex- 


press our appreciation to the Sergeant 
for his very helpful cooperation. 
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A P-26A GETS ITS PANTS WET 


By the Albrook Field Correspondent: - 


The following is an account of the 
water. landing of a erage 4 airplane 
in Panama by 2nd Lieut, William W. Jones, 
Air Corps. on February léth: 

While engaged in formation firi 
‘water target, the engine failed an 


ona 
the 





i stone's throw w 


pilot was left with only his better judg- 


ment and four hundred feet of altitude. 
While the landing was undoubtedly a suc- 
cess, Lieut, Jones is convinced that the 
alternative of the > Acraamer tg would have 
been better under different circumstan- 
ces and at a higher altitude. 
"Recovering froma dive on a water 

target," Lieut. Jones stated, "the motor 
in my P-26A failed, After checking my 
instruments and altitude I realized it 


was to be a water landing. Rebuckling . 
my safety belt and —s into the 
strong trade wind, directly towards 


shore, I rolled down full flaps at about 
fifty feet and landed into Panama Bay in 
a full stall, a 
"My first sensation was going day 
down under some very salty water. un- 
buckled my belt and scrambled out only 
to have a bad fright when my chute caught 
on some part of the cockpit - still un- 
der water. Reaching back, I pulled it 
free and groped for the surface, which 
was much nearer than I thought. All lI 
could see was the last half of the ship 
eee straight up and losing altitude 
fast. nflating my vest, I swam over 
and climbed up on the trailing edge of 
the wing which stood like the edge of a 
sharp knife about a foot out of the 
water. There I freed my parachute and 
_— back 4 — gen . har 
yards away and, w a lump in my throat, 
watched my little airplane sink Fagen fad 
out of sight, leaving me very much alone 
in a very wide expanse of tossing white 


caps. 

WRealizin I_ would be hard to see from 
the other airplanes of the formation, I 
pulled the rip cord of my floating para- 
chute, but the silk, instead of flaring 
out in a big white circle, promptly sank 
and nage to tangle around my feet. Af- 
ter a few minutes, I swam away from it 
and left it to its fate. At about this 
time I began to remember the tales I'd 
heard about sharks as long as the mine 
Planter launch, A small cut over my eye 
Causing drops of blood to fall into the 
water, I expected any minute to be ap- 

roached for dinner. Too, I had seen no 
boats of any description for miles, and 
no flying boats were readily available. 
The prospects looked rather dim, so if 
worse came to worse I might be able to 
Swim to shore. 

"IT removed my shoes and, with a bad 
bit of sentiment for my best uniform 
dress shoes, I cast them off and started 
in easy stages for shore, meanwhil 
ing a sharp watch for Taboga Bill 


long- 
est of the launch-long sharks), 


It was 





{ 
i 
| 


| 
| 


| 


keep- 





close to three miles in to shore and 
against the wind, so my progress 
against the waves was not only slow but 
quite tiring, 

"TM make matters worse, I had become 
lost from :the: searching planes and I had 
to watch them circle away out beyond me, 
and occasionall pensrne within a 

thout my Loge seen, If 
they couldn't see me among all those 
whitecaps and waves, I. felt certain no 
rescue boats could - and the shore was 
still only a mirage in the distance. 
"After about a hald hour of this, I 


began to get a bad chill, as the water 
at this time of year is quite cool 
around Panama, could feel my leg 


muscles and even my stomach muscles 
trying to tie themselves into very hard 
knots, And that, coupled with frequent 
sloshes of salt water in my lungs, caus- 
ed me some unhappy speculations as to 
consequences in case my life-vest sprang 
a leak, 

"At length, Lieut. Freddie Smith, in 
an A-17, picked me up and waggled his 
wings in response to my waving,. and my 
feeling at that point was closely akin 
to that of a starving man sitting down 
to a lunch on the house. After that 
I had plenty of company with other air- 
peaneyy none of which could help mater- 
ally, but could aid in directing a 
boat to me, In a few minutes a P-26 
came straight for me and zoomed up, 
followed soon by another, Looking back 
in their direction, I saw one of the 
prettiest little white speed boats a 
man ever saw, 

"It soon came alongside and I gail 
tried to climb aboard, but it was only 
a useless gesture, as I had to submit 
to the ignominy of being pulled bodily 
Over the side. I was immediately 
seized with. a great nausea and head- 
ache, which passed after I had lain in 
the sun awhile and ceased shivering. I 
learned that. it was a police boat and, 
being the closest to the crash, it had 
been hailed with makeshift signals by 
Lieut. Roy Shores, who had been in 
formation, The time indicated that 
had been in that cold water one hour 
and five minutes. 

"Yes, you can land in water - if luck 
is with you, But don't try it unless 

ou have a hard head that won't get 
10cked unconscious when you hit, and 
there is a decided lack of altitude, 
Above all - don't fail to wear a sound 
life vest. I'm same mine, " 
" y wwe D0 mw 


Recent orders from the War Department 
rolicved the 120th Observation Squadron, 
Colorado National Guard, from attach- 
ment to the 45th Division and attached 
the Squadron to the 24th Cavalry Divi- 
sion. "It is believed," declares the 
News Letter Correspondent, "that the 
summer field training for the Squadron 
will be at Boise, Idaho, June 10 to 24." 











KEEPING THE ARMY AIRMEN PHYSICALLY FIT 


By the Langley Field Correspondent 


The important task of keeping Langley | 
Field's flying personnel physically fit | 
at all times has ore been one of the | 
leading purposes of the Station Hospital, | 
it was declared by Colonel Irwin B, 
March, Senior Flight Surgeon of the 
Virginia Peninsula Airdrome. 

Colonel March, who has 15 years of ex- 
perience as a Flight Surgeon with the 
Army Air Corps, was first placed on fly- 
ing status in January, 1924. He arrived 
at lanehay Field in ager & 1937, from 
“3g | as Flight Surgeon and Post Surgeon 
at Selfridge Field, Mich. During the 
World War, he served two years overseas 
with the Fourth Division of the American 
Expeditionary Forces. His services in 
the Army of Occupation in wig | were 
in the capacity of Director of Field 
Hospitals of the Fourth Division. 

Colonel March is assisted in the im- 
portant duties of keeping flying members 
of the various organizations physically 
fit by a staff of medical officers and 
enlisted men, 

It is estimated that apgrexsae ely 375 
examinations of flying officers are con- 
ducted twice each year, together with 
over 400 enlisted men of combat crews, 
who are examined once each year for the 
purpose of securing a clear estimate of 
an individual's ability to perform the 
task demanded of him, and to find and 
correct physical defects that might in- 
terfere with their flying duties. 

Realizing that evs cal defects which 
may be possessed by any personnel engag- 
ed on f ying duty may directly or indi- 
rectly be the cause of serious accidents, | 
it is easily understood just why the 
Flight Surgeons closely check at all 
times the physical fitness of the quali- 
fied pilot, co-pilot, radio operator, 
machine gunner, bombardier and the me- 
chanic, 

It has often been said that the meas- 
ures. established at the airdrome are of 
the preventive medicine type and, since 
the government has invested in ever 
member on svine status a considerable 
sum of money, it is evident that the 
soueer these men are able to carry on 
their respective military flying duties 
the greater the return will be on the 
government's investment, 

All Langley Field flying personnel are 
required to undergo a thorough examina- 
tion at the Station Hospital twice each 
year to determine their physical fitness 
to fly, special attention eing paid to 
- the eyes, cars, lungs, heart, blood ves- 
sels and nervous system, . 

The difference in air pressure at high. 
altitudes causes the blood to absorb 
less oxygen, and this requires increased 
activity of both lungs and heart. It is 
apparent, therefore, that a sound car- 
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| placed upon dut, 


| diac and respiratory system is of ex- 
' treme importance. 


Without doubt, the organ of sight is 
the most important factor to all per- 
sonnel engaged in flying. Visual acui- 
ty must therefore be normal, which is 
technically termed 20/20 with Snellen 
test type. 

Among the older personnel, where ex- 
perience compensates for minor defects 
of distant and near vision, waivers for 
these minor defects are granted, thus 
permitting them to continue on flying 
duty, provided these minor defects can 
be corrected to normal or near normal 
al gee worn under their goggles. 

The extrinsic, or voluntary muscles 
of the eyes are tested by an instrument 
called a Phorometer, because if any of 
these muscles are weak the pilot will, 
when fatigued from long hours of flying, 
lose his ability to judge distance and 
may even see double, and so run the 
danger of wrecking his airplane when 
he comes in to land, 

Hearing must also be normal in both 
ears, due to the fact that radio com- 
munications are of vital importance 
in aircraft operation and it is neces- 
sary to disregard the noises emanating 
from the motors, propellers and the 
howling static picked up by the radio 
receiver during inclement weather. 

With changes in barometric pressure 
producing considerable effect on the 
ear drums, the eustachian tube, which 
runs from the middle of the ear to the 


‘upper part of the throat, must be free 


from colds or the presence of adenoid 
tissues. Therefore, the nose and 
throat are also carefully examined, and 
any obstruction to breathing mst be 
corrected by operation or treatment 
before the individual is returned to or 
involving flying. 

All in all, e matter af my 1 
the flying personnel physically fit to 
fly is very important both from a 
medical as well as an economic stand- 
point, tending as it does to minimize 
accidents with their resultant loss of 
both personnel and materiel, both of 
which are very costly to Uncle San, 


COLORADO AIRMEN FLY NEW AIRPLANES 


The 120th Observation oo eg Air 
Corps, Colorado National Guard, now 
boasts of four 0-47A. Observation air- 
Planes, The last one was ferried from 
the North American Aircraft factory, 
Inglewood, Calif., during the latter 
part of January, 1939, by Captain John 
K. Nissley, Air Corps, who is the 





instructor on duty with this National : 
en unit. 4 
-1 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE 2ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


The Second Bombardment Group, Langley 
Field, Va., under the command of Lieut. 
Colenel Robert Olds, engaged in a varied 
assortment of activities duri the past 
six weeks which proved very interesting. 

On January 21, 1939, one of the 
Group's B-17's, flown by Major Vincent 
J. Meloy articipated in the search for 
the British flying boat CAVALIER. Orders 
from the War Department were received at 
4:30 p.m., and half an hour later the 
B-17 was ready for a take-off with a 
load of extra life rafts, life vests and 
flares. A low overcast and severe icing 
conditions forced the airplane to return 
to Langley Field. After landing, the 
reported position was found to have been 
in error by 100 miles. Plans were imme- 
diately made to have six B-17's take off 
at dawn on January 22nd, but the finding 
ef the survivors by the SS ESSO BAYTON 
cancelled the undertaking. 

On February lst, word was received 
that all B-17's and the XB-15 were to be 
prepared to leave with a cargo ef medical 
supplies for the earthquake-stricken 
area of Chile upon twenty-four hours! 
notice. Several airplanes were at the 
Middletown Air Depot but, thanks to ener- 
getic work at the Depot, they were fer- 
ried back to ley Field within 24 
hours, by which time the Group was ready 
to take off. Fortunately, the need for 
extra supplies was not sufficiently 
great to require this mass flight. How- 
ever, the chance to render an act of 
mercy was not lost, as the XB-15 was 
Called upon to take about 3,200 pounds 
of medical supplies to Chile. 

A detailed account of the flight of 
the XB-15 to Chile appeared in the pre- 
vious issue of the News Letter. 

Three airplanes of the 20th Bombard- 
ment Squadron pertorses @ navigation 
tient to March Field, Calif., and re- 

urn, 





On February 25th, personnel of the 2nd 
Bombardment come rly in six B-17's, 
demonstrated bom ing actics to members 
of the Military Affairs Committees of 
the Senate and House of Representatives. 
Demolition bombs of all sizes from 100 
lbs, to 1100 lbs. were dropped. 

Captain McDaniel, of the 96th Bombard- 
ment Squadron, conducted extensive tests 
on B-l17 type airplane on varying oil 
pressures at high altitudes and at vary- 
ing temperatures. Experimental firing 
was carried on by airplanes firing at 
Own shadow and that of an accompanying 
airplane, The results were very satis- 
factory, 

Lieuts. Carlmark, Bockman, and Pvt. lst 
Cl. Cardwell,vf the 20th Bombardment 
Squadron, were ordered to report at 





Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on February 
13th, for two weeks' duty in connection 
with bombsight equipment. 

The 49th Bombardment Squadron recent- 
ly welcomed to its fold six new offi- 
cers, five of them coming from the Air 
Corps Training Center and one from the 
8th Pursuit Group, namely, 2nd Lieuts. 
Barksdale, Bond, Carmack, Giannatti, 
Mathewson and Clark, 

Captain Palmer and Lieut, Feagin, of 
the 96th Bombardment Squadron, were as- 
signed to the Cold Weather Test grow 
for this year's test in Minneapolis, 
Minn, Their conclusion was that "it is 
quite possible to have a warm town in 
@ cold climate." 

Lieut. Moffett, a recent graduate of 
the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, was assigned to the 96th 
Bombardment Squadron, and reported for 
duty on February 14th. 

Four other Air vores officers, also 
recent graduates of Kelly Field, name- 
ly, 2nd Lieuts. Compton, Manson, Bank 
and Potter, were assigned to this or- 
(eerste: They are at present on 

eaves of absence. 0 

mw) 0 ~~ 


COMMENDATION FOR MERCY FLIGHT TO CHILE 


The Chairman ef the American Red 
Cross, Mr. Norman H, Davis, addressed a 
letter on February 15, 1939, to General 
Malin Craig, Chief of Staff, as follows: 


"My dear General Craig: 

Once again the American Red Cross is 
indebted to the Army far its splendid 
cooperation in bringing relief to the 
victims of the recent earthquake in 
Chile, This prompt and generous re- 
sponse to the needs of the situation 
contributed in a large measure to the 
prevention of suffering among the vic- 
tims of the disaster. 

The splendid flights of airplanes on 
missions of mercy have won the admira- 
tion of the entire country and I should 
be grateful if you would express to the 
crews our very sonore appreciation." 

wm 0-—— 


COL. DUNCAN RETURNS TO CHIEF'S OFFICZ 


Sproset Orders of the War Department 
relieves Lieut. Colonel Asa N. Duncan, 
Air Corps, from further assignment and 
duty at March Field, Calif., and as- 
ore him to duty in the Office of the 
wie of the Air Corps, Washington, 


Colonel Duncan's previous tour of 
duty in the Office of the Chief of Air 
Corps began in July, 1931, when he was 
assigned to the Training and Operations 
Division. Later he commanded Luke 
Field, T.H., and the ae arg Group. 
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SHORT-LIVED JOY FOR PURSUITERS 


"For the first time in lo these many 
moons," de¢lares the Correspondent of the 
36th Pursuit Squadron, Langley Field, 
Va., “each pilot in the J6th has a nice, 
bright, new shiny airplane to call his 
own - well, practically each pilot has 
one. But that won't last very long, be- 
cause the balance of power is being up- | 
set by the quota of new officers from | 
the Air Corps Training Center - Lieuts. | 
RJ. Bourgoin, P.M, Brewer, Jr., A.R. 
DeBolt, S.N. Garrett, V.M. Gillum, 0.B., | 
Hardy, Jr. and J.B. Henry. As men, they. 
are well met, and as officers ey ! bid |. 
fair to maintain the spirit of a highly 
zealous organization, These officers 
reported for duty during the week of 
February 20 - 25, They bring the com- 
missioned strength of the Squadron to 
the all time high of twenty-six." 


SQUADRON AIDS IN SOLUTION OF MURDER CASE. | 


The Néws Letter Correspondent of the 
First Observation Squadron, Air Corps, 
at Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, 
reports that this organization had an 
opportunity to assist local authorities 
in the solution of a murder case recent-' 
ly. A local automobile salesman was 
missing under circumstances which caused | 
authorities to believe he had been kid- 
napped or murdered. . 

About noon on Sunday, March 5, 1939, 
the Geary County sheriff and prosecuting 

attorney requested that an airplane 
* search of an area immediately south of 
Marshall Field be made in an effort to | 
locate a dark green Plymouth sedan, which 
the missing man had been driving. Due 
to bad weather, which had grounded air 
traffic ne, ey this area, the search | 
could not be immediately conducted, but 
was delayed until Monday morning, March 
6th. Shortly after taking off from 
Marshall Field, Lieut. Gerry L. Mason 
located the missing car. in a. saucer- 
shaped depression: where it had been 
missed by ground searchers. The sheriff | 
was notified and immediately came to ‘ 
Marshall Field with deputies and an | 
agent.of the Federal Bureau of Investi- | 


gation, who had entered the case because |: 


of the kidnapping angle. 
Officers from Marshall Field conducted | 
the officials to the car, which contain- | 
ed mute evidence of a brutal murder. 
There was no body near, but an immediate | 
effort was made to reconstruct the crime . 
and estimate where the murderer had hid- | 
den or disposed of the body. A bridge 
on the road into Junction City was con- 
sidered, and at the request of the - 
sheriff, who wished to leave his own'car 
with deputies to guard the murder’ car, he 
and the F,B.I. agent were taken to the 
bridge. Blood spots. were discovered, and 





the sheriff was taken to town to organize 


| Horst Pulkowski 


3 Arado Ar 79 cabin plane. 
| which is of the inex 


| horsepower in reserve. 


' Germany to-the Far East. 
_ burg, 


' dria, Calcutta, Bangkok, 


| Guinea, Makassar, Tar 


i Manila to Bangkok, to Calcut 
| Delhi, Djask, B 


tion still active 


| a crew for dragging the river. 
i 


It was soon scovered that this was 


_@ wrong lead, however, when a local 


citizen identified the blood spots as 
those of a dog he had killed.on the 
bridge. A local youth started a short 
cut home, and in a field next to the 
bridge, near a steel power pole, he 
found the body of the missing salesman. 


| Oa arrest has been made and the suspect 


charged with first degree murder. 
---000--~ 


31,000-MILE FLIGHT IN LIGHT AIRPLANE 
A clipping from the Manila DAILY 


| BULLETIN of January 28, 1939, forwnerded 


to the Information Division by Colonel 
Ralph Royce, Air Officer of the Philip- 
pine Department, gives an account of 
the landing on the day previous at the 
Nielsen Airport, Manila, of-two avia- 
tors, Lieuts. Rudolph Jenett (24) and 
(30), of the German Air 
Force, rollowing their 15,000-mile ™ 
flight from Germany in their light 

This -plane, 
ensive wee put 
out in Germany, weighs about 2600 lbs. 
and flies on 65 horsepower, with 40 

Its gasoline 
capacity is 3,984 liters, approximately 


| 1100 gallons. 


The arrival of the fliers in Manila 


_marked the completion of the first half 
of their 31,000-mile flight from 


They stated 
they began their flight from Branden- 
Germany, On December 17th, and 
made stops at-Naples, Tripoli, Alexan- 
enang, Medan, 
Sumatra, Java, Timore, Port Darwin, 
WNormantown, Sydney, Cape York, New 

and Cebu, 
Sydmey,; Australia, marked the turning 


i point of their goattey beck to Germany, 


via the Puilippine Islands, the route 
they intended following her 3 from 
a; Mysore, 
dad, Alexandria, 
Cyprus, Rhodes, Athens, Belgrade and 
Bucharest, | m 
4 + =O O-—— 


MAJOR SMITH ORDERED TO SACRAMENTO 


Major Lowell H,; Smith, leader of the 
Air Corps Around-the-Yorld Flight in 
1924, and the gly member of that expe- 

y connected with the 
Air Corps, is under orders for duty at 
the new Air'Corps Depot at Sacramento, 
Calif. He is scheduled to leave for 
his new station on or about June l, 
1939, -For the past four years iajor 
Smith has been on duty in the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, 
D.C., as Chief of the Inspection Divi- 
sion, ; ', : 
mae ™. ~~--000--— 
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THE NEW ADVANCED FLYING CLASS aT KELLY FIELD 


The class of student officers and Flying 
Cadets, which for the past eight months had un- 
dergone instruction at the Air Corps Primary 
Flying School, Randolph Field, Texas, completed 
the course tawards the end of February, and on 


the 25th of that month was ordered to proceed 
to Kelly Field, Texas, to pursue the advanced 
course of flying instruction thereat. This 


class, numbering 166 students, comprises four 
officers of the Regular Army, two officers of 
the Philippine Army, 158 Flying Cadets of the 
U.S. Army, and two Flying Cadets of the 
Philippine Army. 

These students were assigned to the various 
sections of the Advanced Flying School, as 
follows: 

Observation Section 
icers 
24 Lt. John T. Shields, Cav. 
2d Lt. William S. Steele, Inf. South Carolina 
3a Lt. Ruperto B. Luzon 


Philippine Army 

Flying Cadets 
Luker, James “Yebster Porterville, Celif. 
Parker, Frank Russell,Jr. Old Greenwich, Conn. 


Louisiana 


Motyl, James D. Wilson, Conn. 
Allen, Charles Oran, Jr. Panama City, Fla. 
Jones, James Dalton Sarasota, Fla. 
Boaz, William Nelson, Jr. Lexington, Ky. 
Kinnaird, Eugene F., Jr. Lexington, Ky. 


Williams, Adriel Newton 
Habberstad, Edward C. 
Dech, Keith Vesley 
Folts, John Lloyd 
Fawcett, Ralph i. 
Wilkins, John Campbell 
DeVine, John I. 

Cole, Nester Evan 
Barham, James Carlton 
Chandler, Charles G., Jr. 
Barekman, Joseph Anderson 
Pancake, Frank Robins 
Page, Jerry Dentler eles, Calif. 
Dizon, Victor H. Philippine Arny 


Pursuit Section 


Officers 
end Lt. Bienvenido E. Ferrer 


Flying Cadets 


Shelbyville, Ky. 
Blooming Prairie, Minn. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Herkimer, N.Y. 
Ottawa, Ohio 
Corvallis, Ore. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Florence, S.D. 
Houston, Texas 

San Antonio, Texas 
Stephenville, Texas 
Staunton, Va. 

Los 





Philippine Arny 





Gilchrist, William Devid, Jr. Auburn, Ala. 
Libbey, Harry G. Mobile, Ala. 
Tipton, Janes Baird University, Ala. 
Grossetta, Anthony V. Tucson, Ariz. 
Green, yn T. Fort Logan, Colo. 
Wood, Samiel Gordon Washington, D.C. 


Beyeler, Arnold Walter 
McMillan, George Bray 
Meng, Lewis 3runo 


Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Winter Garden, Fla. 
Avondale Estates, Ga. 





Sprankle, Kenneth Wayne 
Jackson, T. Walter 
Stewart, Everett W. 
Lawrence, Sanuel Eugene,Jr. 
MacDonald, Charles Fenry 
Salmela, Oliver R. 
Richmond, Luther H. 
Gorman, Paul Joseph 


West Lafayette, Ind. 
Ames, Iowa 
Manhattan, Kans. 
Baton Rouge, La. 
Baton Rouge, La. 
East Weymouth, Mass. 
North Wilbraham, Mass. 
Detroit, Mich. 


Harker, Ward W. Detroit, Mich. 
Lichter, Carl Jerome St. Paul, Minn. 
Dusard, Lee Francis, Jr. Kirkwood, Mo. 
Conway, Ralph Francis Socorro, N.M. 
Wheeler, Ansel James Genesco, N.Y. 
Seymour, Rudolph Romulus » 3.C. 
Exum, Wyatt Patrick Goldsboro, N.C. 
Slocumb, Charles Dewey, Jr. Goldsboro, N.C. 
Barnick, Roland J. ifex, N.D. 
Nunzenmayer, Wilmer Walter ent, Ohio 
Fisch, Ted B. Milwaukie, Ore. 
Milne, Jack Gillespie Meyersdale, Pa. 
Hornsby, Thomas William Columbia, S.C. 
Gilbert, William Frank, Jr. Lyman, S.C.. 


Cherry, William T., Jr. 
Ort, Rudolph King 
Cate, Albert Murray 
Darling, Henry B., dr. 
Tokarz, Clemence Paul 
Wood, Paul Davis 
Bowen, Yilliam S. 


Abilene, Texas 
Wichita Falls, Texas 
Plainfield, Vt. 
Lexington, Va. 

Port Richmond, Va. 
Fairmont, W. Va. 
Huntington, YW. Va. 


Banks, Ala. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Washington, D.C. 


eee 


Norris, Robert Parks 
Hubbard, Thomas Harvey 
Rosasco, Henry P. 








ergy tf Guy Franklin Fort Bliss, Texas 
Davis, Al x Taylor Los Angeles, Calif. 
Matthews, Hobert Lee South Bend, Ind. 
Attack Section 
Flying Cadets 
Riddle, Samuel S., dr. Birmingham, Ala. 
Frazier, Robert M. Nogales, Ariz. 
Curry, Jack Harold Rogers, Ark. 
Northamer, Kenneth Walter Fresno, Calif. 


Hubbard, Harry Vaughn Hayward, Calif. 
MacPhee, Angus C.B. Los Angeles, Calif. 
Thornquest, William L. ,Jr. Redlands, Calif. 


Kittel, Robt. Stewart Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Bratton, Leslie Raymond Denver, Colo. 
Laborde, Fred N. Southbury, Conn. 
Cook, Bailey Cavenaugh New Castle, Dela. 


Savoie, William Frank Chicago, Ill. 
Barthelmes, Karl T. Dixon, Ill. 
Kuhl, Phil John Riverside, Ill. 
Clark, Donald Leonard Alta, Iowe 
Evanoff, Alexander G. Belle Plains, Iowa 
Sams, Burton Kresge Culver, Kans. 
Goetz, Albert John Dodge City, Kans. 
Carlton, William Clayton Minden, La. 


Watkins, Tarleton H. Aberdeen Proving Gds, Md. 
Higgins, Edward William, Jr. Arlington, Mass. 


ree Teusl tt Domes oe pt a Evens, Robert Chester Detroit, Mich. 
: ee ceg°, -.;'| Ballard, Norman Luellen Bay City, Mich. 
Riley, Harris Dean Chicago, Ill. VY vstys 

. “ MeNelly, Fred Wright Anoka, Minn. 

Koepke, Fred Vinton LaMoille, Ill. Orville H Bertha. Mi 
Bowen, “illiam Joseph A. Oak Park, I1l. mesg ae ._ run, — 
Cory, Albert Arnold Oek Park, Il. te lt o® ines — 
Hester, John Kenton Peoria, Ill. By Serey Leroy nooin, Neb. 
Carlson, Francis Bernard Ossining, N.Y. 
Kelly, Joseph Anthony Westville, Ill. | 1 Stanley Richard Ohi 
Terhume, Charles F., Jr. Indianapolis, Ind. be tar eee Akron, Ohio 
Reed, William Benjamin South Bend, Ina. | Schurter, Orie Olin Burlington, Okla. 
Grieger Harvey Emil Wanatah Ind. Anthis, Rollen Henry El Reno, Okla. 
° . Newton, Dorr Ellsworth,Jr. Malvern, Pa. 
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Ragland, Richard WM. Handley, Texas | 
Beck, George G. Eouston, Texas | 
Brooke, Lawrence \. Randolph Field, Texas | 
Gregory, Charles EF. Houston, Texas. 
Rector, Walter Stokes Fouston, Texas | 
Wheless, Hewitt Terrell Menard, Texas | 
Dahlberg, Charles William San Antonio, 


farrant, Yancey Smith Waco, Texas | 
Mastin, Maurice Leslie Vancouver, Wash. | 
Cunningham, Joseph Austin Clarksburg, W. Va. 


Pike, Harry MacCulloch 


West Los Angeles, Calif. | 
O'Connor, Robert G. Northampton, Mass. 


Juliano, Godofredo M. Philippine Arny 
Sombardment Section 


Portage, Wis. 


Denley, James Ramey 





Officers 


lst Lt. James 2. Buck, In, 
2nd Lt. Jack A. Gibbs, C.E. 


Flying Cadets 


Rogers, George Wendell 
Myer, Glen Anthony 
Alder, Glen Miller 
Carter, John Henry 
Brown, Doz Cornelius Paul 
Boyd, William Ellsworth 

oo mem Randell Familton 
Miller, Semel Eudson 
Emrick, Paul Stanley 
Maney, John Randolph 

Itz, Milford Felix 
Cranston, George Echelbary 
Holt, James Willian, Jr. 
Whitaker, Narce 

Tartar, Jerome E. 

Simpson, John G. 

Rozwenc, George Stephen 
Preston, Joseph J. 


Texas 
Cregon 





Tucson, Ariz. 

Cupertino, Calif. 

North Los Angeles, Calif. 
Pasadena, Calif. 
Venice, Calif. 
Boulder, Colo. 
Wilmington, Del. 
Decker, Ind. 
West Lafayette, Ind. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Osage City, Kans. 
Winfield, Kans. 
Hazard, Ky. 

Foxana, Ky. 
Mintonville, Ky. 
Chevy Chase, Md. 
Northampton, Mass. 
St. Pau] ,Minn. 


Henry, John Elwood Ridgefield Park, N.J. 
Jones, Jack Carey Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. 
Brown, Paul Douglas West Orange, N.J. 


Wilson, Frederick Gerald 
Morse, Raymond Steel 
Cherwell, George Theodore 


Delaware, Ohio 
Fort Sill, Okla. 
Purcell, Okla. 


Beard, Robert Wallace Bugene, : Ore. 
Spieth, Harry Edwin, Jr. Portiand, Ore. 
Smith, Pinkham Providence, R.I. 
Bussey, Carver Thaxton Florence, S.C. 
DuPRant, Francis Fill Georgetown, §.C. 
Reeve, Ralph Amos Milbank, S.D. 


Pratt, Carlos Conrad 

Cox, Ray Lawrence 

Hendrix, Williem Murray,Jr. 
Jeffrey, Thomas Stanley, Jr. 
Fitzwater, John Timothy 
Hehn, Delbert H. 


Van de Lester, John Rineir 
Ezzard, Richard Francis 
‘ ---000--- 


Bearden, Tenn. 
Vernon, Texas 
Fort Belvoir, Va. 
Lexington, Va. 
Buckhannon, W. Va. 


. Hammond, Ind. 
Winter Garden, Fla. 


Under Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, Lieut. Colonel George L. Usher 
is relieved from duty in the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps and assigned to duty at 
Randolph Field, Texas. Colonel Usher has been 
on duty in the Personnel Division for the past 
four years, serving as Chief thereof three yrs. 


Texas} rived by steamer and plane to inspect arma- 
‘ments, view a bombing and gunnery demonstra- 


members of that Committee and four. members of 


| thorities upon their 
_ ther delegation came 
| to Langley Field. 


Milwaukee, Wis. | 





SGOVERNM=N? OFFICIALS VIEV BOMBING DEMONSTRATIO} 
By the Langley Field Correspondent 


Powerful demolition bombs roared a welcome 
on the morning of February. 25th to a party of 
high ranking officials of Washington, who ar- 


tion at Plum Tree Island, and witness firing 
from huge Coast Artillery guns at Fort Story 
and Fort Monroe before returning the same 
night to the Capital. 

Chairmen May, of the Eouse Military Affairs 
Committee, headed the delegation of eleven 





the House Appropriations Committee, who were 
greeted at Old Point Comfort by military au- 
arrival by steamer. Ano- 
by plane from Washington 


Six B-17 'Flying Fortress'' Bombers and 36 
Pursuit planes engaged in a bombing and gun- 


| nery demonstration at Plum Tree Island while 
' the Washington officials and their hosts 

| watched from Messick's Point, a few hundred 
' yards distant. 


Following the aerial exercises, 
| the entourage traveled to Fort Story for lunch 
| and a demonstration of 37 sM, .50 and .30 
caliber machine guns and 3-inch anti-aircraft 

ins. The group returned to Fort Monroe to 
see the 12-inch disappearing carriage seacoast 
guns of Battery DeRussy in action that after- 
noon. 

The bombing demonstration was inaugurated by 
one of the four-motored Bombers, which dropped 
eicht 300-pound bombs at the rate of three per 
second from a height of 12,000 feet. A moment 
later, another B-17, flying at the same alti- 
| tude, dropped four 600-pound bombs at the rate 
of three per second. A third Bomber loosed 
two 1100-pound bombs in one second as it flew 
unseen through a hazy sky. All the while, the 
pilots of the planes were in radio commnica- 
tion with the group at Messick's Point, and 
through a loud-speaking arrangement advised 
the spectators at what moment the missiles 
were dropped. 

Three =-17's, flying in formation at 12,000 
feet, ended the bombing exercises by dropping 
in train ten 100-pound bombs of gray smoke and 
flame on the island range and rocked the 
bleachers where tne visitors were seated. 

Thirty-six Pursuit planes, flying in 
flights of six planes each, fired at water 
targets simultaneously. The last 18 air- 
| planes fired tracer bullets which could be 
| seen as they belched from the machine guns of 
| the speedy, craft. 

An official program describing the bombing 
and gunnery demonstration seid the display was 
arranged "in an effort to illustrate the ex- 

| tent of training and preparedness of the GHQ 

| Air Force, exemplified by the units taking 

| part in this demonstration."' 

| No artificiality is imposed in the demon- 
stration of aerial bombing. Actual demolition 





‘ 


a ee 


bombs are dropped,'' the program pointed out, 
"using exactly the same tactics that would be 
used in time of war.'' It further explained 
that by multiplying the effect of each three- 
(Continued on Page 15) 
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NIGHT FLIGHT the Chief of Police of San Antonio; Mr. H.M. 














, 7 ? Kline; and Mr. Ben Mouton, target holder and 
The airport, like a jeweler's tray renowned high diver of the circus. The audi- 
Of blackest velvet that night lay, ence received numerous thrills during this 
With brilliant stones about its fringe, shooting, watching these experts shoot pieces 
And on beyond, a yellow tinge of chalk out of the target holder's mouth 
Of city lights from buildings high and buttons off his vest while holding the 
That seemed to pierce the lowering sky. pistol in odd positions. 
|” The balance of the evening was spent in 
Runways marked with emeralds green; | various forms of diversion. 
Danger rubies in places seen; | Says the News Letter Correspondent: "If the 
While in between the green and red | subsequent parties are as entertaining as the 
The boundary diemonds took their stead, | one held Friday night, it is believed that the 
And twinkling wes this bright array, | Officers' Club at Kelly Field will have to be 
This airport like a jeweler's tray. enlarged." 
--~000--- 
Pinioming above the field 
Three colored lights swiftly wheeled; Bombing Demonstration at Langley Field 
Then sliding down through the clouded sky (Continued from Page 4). 
Straight for the emeralds did they fly; | 
A red light left, a green light right, plane formation by four an accurate idea of 
And a Cyclops eye that searched the night, the results to be obtained by a full strength 
, squadron may be shown. 
The transport settled on the tray, | Among those listed as visitors from Washing- 
And took its place in the rich array, | ton were: Chairman May (Ky.); Representatives 
A bit of platimm it might seen . Thomason, Kinday (Texas); Faddis, Rutherford, 
That fitted into the jewelry schemes. Snyder (Pa); Turner (Tenn.); Schaefer, Arends 
It taxied up to the waiting line, (I11.); Pace (Ga.); Sparkman, Starnes (Ale.); 
But remained the jewel in the dream of mine. Clason wrt Martin (Colo.); stron, 
Wathen B. Teach. | Harter (Ohio ; Edmist n West Yes) Smith 
2nd Lieut., Air Reserve, | (Conn.); Merritt (N.Y.); Costello Calif. ); 


° 

: Anderson (Mo. ); Narness (Ind.); Terry (Ark. ); 

Pope Field, Ft. Bragg,N.C. oun Engel (Mich.). 

Senators Bridges (N.H.) and Gurney (s-0.) . 
) «| could not. come to the Lower Peninsula, al- 

RADIO ENTHUSIASTS STAGE NOVEL "STAG PARTY. | though they were included in the group sched- 


: +4; uled to accompany the Representatives who made 
The Kelly Field monthly stag and '\get-together'| 1) trip for first hand information on the 


party, held on Friday night, February 24th, was he ft ea 
under the supervision of a committee composed of | Administration “ ee 
the radio enthusiasts at that field, namely: 
Major Albert B. Pitts, Captains Holmes, Guest, 
Lieuts. Bundy, Nelson, Sergeants Hegin, O'Connor, 
Privates Gudehaus, Talley and O'Hara. 
This was the first party to be given under the} 
bent oe of different committees of the field. 
e committee spent a great deal of time on , P 
their ap NS which consisted of demon- | You've heard oi: mouse in the clock; 
strating the ability of the different Section | But here's about one 
Chiefs and their assistants in their indoor 
blind flying equipment over a "thot'' runway and 
beam course. Due to the runway not being "thot"! 
enough, participants were required to remove 
their shoes. 
Supplementing this demonstration were other | 
radio features, including a photo-electric tar- | 
get range, remote radio-controlled slot machine, | 
| 
| 
| 


== Q0Q--— 


TO A (HAMILTON) FIELD MOUSE 
OR "MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING" 
(in the Group Adjutant's Office) 


Hickory, Dickory, Dock, 


Who thought it great fun 
To hide in the Group Adjutant's frock. 





Persistently, cunningly, avoiding pursuit, 
Gmg in the pocket of a warm flying suit. 
'Help!'' cried the Captain, 

"Sergeant, come quick - 

Bring me a gun or fetch me a stick!" 


and a demonstration of the Crosley 'Reado" (fac 
dang printer). This 'Reado'' receives radio 
roadcasts of printed news items and pictures = : 
and reproduces them on white paper. This demon- Sound 7 Charge’ Fo a: Typeunsseneic 
stration was conducted by Mr. H.L. Roper, rep- alee: pbaglme ‘ 
resenting the Alamo Distributing Company of San | The whole office force to the rescue went. 


Antonio, and i 
a of great interest to everyone § | imo. ensued a battle that made-Bull Pm 


Another very interesting feature of this party Look like a picnic before it was done, 
Was a demonstration of expert pistol shooting by 7 rg mma a fiercely, and at 
Lieut. Densford, of Kelly Field; Mr. L.L. Kline, | 995°, ormee ‘> | Gabedns hee acme 
Director of the National Rifle Association, and thes ean " 
President of the Liberty Pistol and Rifle Club; ‘ine 4 i 1 ta from this deskt" 
Detective R.F. Tate, special investigator for a ae oe a o , 
a 15- V-7993, A.C. 


"The British are coming,'' the Sergeant cried, 
"They've got us surrounded on every side, 











Young oscar klotz 

was just a squirt 

a wee broth of a lad 

as it were 

tending his poppas pee patch 
out in oklahoma 


MAN 


OF DESTINY 





one morning in the early twenties 


when suddenly 
with a scattering miss 
and a coughins sneeze 


something with two tattered wings 


and a greasy pilot 
skidded betwixt two rows 


parted two strands of barbed wire 


and slithered to a stop 
poppa klotz and the pilot 
who called this wheezing 
monster 

a goddam d h 

fixed something in the engine 
with somethinz offa poppas 
tractor 

and put some cardboard and 
adhesive tape 

on the tattered wings 
with more sneezes 

and more coughing 

and a pat on oscars head 
not to mention one more 
strani 

ef barbed wire 

the greasy one was gone 
but not 

forgotten 

because young oscar klotz 
had found his calling 
years passed 

and though between times 
oscar had been exposed 

to higher learning 

and shoulda known better 
he would still get 

up on Sunday morning and 
drive twenty miles to see 
the plane from 

amarillo land 

and driving home 

with Emmy Lou 

who still admired 

@ football player at ou 
he would renew his plans 
to write his name across 
the sky in crimson letters 
so oscar went to texas 
with poppas blessing 

and a spark of interest 
from Emny Lou 

i met him there 

he was a good joe 

and together we walked 
the area 

and busted shock cords 
and generally tried 
everybodys patience 

but we made it 

and even on graduation day 
oscer said this armys 


Anonymous 


not for me 

i've got big things to 

do and i said you zoota 
eat too and i'll betcha 
in six months you'll 
wenta stay 

but he said no and so 

the air corps took us in 
hand and told us we didn't 
know it all 

not yet 

so lissen 

‘so we lissened and 
learned some more 

and one day oscar and i 
dropped into oklahoma . 
city and there was 

poppa klotz and 

momma klotz and 

emmy lou and 

the football player from 
ou 

and a hundred others 
they took oscars picture 
and put a big story in the 
local papers 

about oscar and his 

super ultra fighting 

ship 

and how he was uncle sams 
left hand buddie and 

a lot more slo 

but oscar was impressed 
and emmy lou forgot her 
hero 

and married oscar 

not right there but 
sometime that night 

time passed apace 

and the man of destiny 
became a fair to middling 
mess and supply officer 
but he still dreamed dreams 
of far places and 

taking off some morning 
for tierra del fuego or 
something 

but emyy lou enjoyed the 
post bridge circle 

and liked to root around 
the p x 

and was all for the army 
as her career 

and even oscar weakened 
when they let him lead an 
element 

and gave him armament 

and communications 

and told him he was now 


the squadrons right hand man 


next time i saw him 

emmy lou 

had proudly presented 

oscar with oscar jr 

and he was talking air corps 
politics and comparative air 
strengths instead of 
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financial backing for 


that tierra del fuego 
proposition 
i might have guessed it 
but when the next list of 
new second looies 
air corps 
came out 
lo young oscars name 
led all the rest 
this is a long 
dissertation 
not to have a moral 
so i'd better 
put one in 
it's about a 
conversation i heard once 
between two prairie dogs 
just north of north platte 
nebraska 
a big one said to a 
little one 
if the hole you're in 
isn't big enough 
make it bigger 
don't go running around 
north platte looking for 
a bigger one 
all the big ones are full 
and somebody mizht steal 
your little one 
and a missus prairie dog 
won't want you running 
around digging a 
big hole 
she'll just make you feel 
at home 
where you are. 

---000--- 


NEW CRASH TRUCK IS INTRODUC- 
ED TO NEW TRANSPORT PLANE 


When the San Antonio Air 
Depot Correspondent reported 
in the previous issue of the 
News Letter the acquisition 
of a big new airplane crash 
truck on February 17th, and 
a new C-39 transport plane 
on the 15th, it was not 
dreamed that, unforvunately, 
these t-vo craft would be 
formally introduced to each 
other so soon. On February 
2ist, the new C-39, piloteu 
by Lieuts. L.P. Kleinoeder 
and T.K. Dorsett, en route 
with cargo to Barksdale 
Field, La., was forced down 
by engine failure near Mount 
Enterprise, Texas, some 80 
miles west of Barksdale 
Field, fortunately without 
injury to personnel. The 
new crash truck and the ne- 
cessary mechanics were sent 
to the scene of the crash. 

V-7993, AC. 

















